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SUBJECT: ACTION MEMORANDUM - MILITARY SALES TO MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA (S/S 76U1543) 

BACKGROUND 

1 . IN MEETING WITH ATHERTON, SCHAUFELE AND SAUNDERS 
WE REVIEWED QUESTION OF MILITARY SALES TO GOM AND GIRM IN 
LIGHT OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SAHARA AND CONCERNS 
EXPRESSED BY AMEMBASSIES RABAT AND ALGIERS ABOUT POSSIBLE 
EFFECTS ON OUR RELATIONS WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE HOST 
COUNTRIES OF OUR SALES POLICIES. 

2. KING HASSAN, IN DIRECT APPROACHES TO AMB NEUMANN AND 
THROUGH HIS AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON AND MILITARY CHANNELS, 
HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITIOUS ACTION ON FOLLOWING REQUESTS FOR 
ARMS DELIVERIES CITING SAHARA SITUATION AND POSSIBILITY 
CONFRONTATION WITH ALGERIA. 
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A. IMMEDIATE APPROVAL OF LETTER OF OFFER FOR PURCHASE OF 
20 F-5E'S AND 4 F-5F'S. 

B. PRICE AND AVAILABILITY DATA ON 12 TOW-EQUIPPED COBRA 
HELICOPTERS. 

C. REDEYE MISSILES (GOM WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH TOKEN 
NUMBER FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES). 

D. ACCELERATED DELIVERY OF VIRTUALLY ALL ITEMS FURNISHED 
UNDER OUR ONGOING MILITARY SUPPLY PROGRAM. 

3. ACTION ON THESE REQUESTS HAS BEEN DELAYED DURING US- 
SPANISH BASE NEGOTIATIONS AND WHILE IT APPEARED THERE 
MIGHT BE A CONFLICT BETWEEN MOROCCO AND SPAIN. WITH 
CONCLUSION TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AND GOS WITHDRAWAL FROM 
SAHARA. WE ARE TAKING FRESH LOOK AT GOM REQUESTS. EMBASSY 
RABAT ARGUES WE SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING WITH GOM SINCE IT IS 
PART OF LONG RANGE PROGRAM CONCEIVED IN 1973 FOR STEADY 
UPGRADING OF CURRENTLY WEAK GOM MILITARY CAPABILITIES AND 
IS NOT DESIGNED TO REVERSE CURRENT HEAVY MILITARY PREDOM- 
INANCE OF ALGERIA BUT TO MOVE MOROCCO TOWARD SOMETHING 
APPROACHING PARITY. EMBASSY BELIEVES OUR BROADER 
INTERESTS ARE BETTER SERVED BY SUPPORTING A FRIEND THAN BY 
DEMONSTRATING GREAT CONCERN FOR POSSIBLE REACTIONS OF 
CONSISTENT ADVERSARY. IT IS ALSO NOTED THAT INITIAL 
DELIVERIES OF F-5'S AND TOWS NOT POSSIBLE BEFORE MID-1977 
AND 1981, RESPECTIVELY. 

4. EMBASSY ALGIERS CONCERNED THAT RESUMPTION OF DELAYED 
ARMS SALES TO MOROCCO (EVEN IF DELIVERIES OF SOME ITEMS 
NOT IMMINENT) WOULD BE INTERPRETED BY GOA AS SUPPORT FOR 
MOROCCAN TERRITORIAL EXPANSION AND ABANDONMENT OF OUR 
PROCLAIMED NEUTRALITY ON SAHARA. IT ALSO FEARS IT WILL 
HEIGHTEN GOM CONFIDENCE, THEREBY INCREASING CHANCE OF 
ARMED CONFLICT WITH ALGERIA, AND MAY INVOLVE US IN OPEN 
ENDED COMMITMENT TO GOM IF ITS VENTURES LEAD IT INTO 
DIFFICULTIES. EMBASSY SUGGESTS THAT LONG-STANDING MILI- 
TARY SUPPLY COMMITMENTS TO GOM BE HONORED BUT URGES THAT 
WE NOT TAKE EXCEPTIONAL AND HIGHLY VISIBLE MEASURES TO 
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ACCELERATE GOM BUILDUP UNTIL SAHARA SITUATION CLARIFIES. 

5. EARLIER GOM REQUESTS FOR THE REDEYE WERE REFUSED ON 
GROUNDS THAT IT NO LONGER IS IN PRODUCTION AND IS IN SHORT 
SUPPLY IN OUR OWN FORCES. MOROCCANS ARE ALSO AWARE OF OUR 
CONCERN THAT WEAPONS COULD FALL INTO TERRORIST HANDS, BUT 
INSIST THERE IS NO SUCH THREAT IN MOROCCO AND THAT THEY 
WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH TOKEN NUMBER. WE HAVE DENIED 
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REDEYE TO ALL MIDEAST COUNTRIOS POCEPY INRAEEEL NO 
ARABIA, AND JORDAN AS MATTEROF POLICY AND FEEL NO 
EXCEPTION SHOULD BE MADE FOR MOROCCO. 

6. GIRM ASKED OUR AMBASSADOR FOR USG ASSISTANCE IN OB- 
TAINING 200 US-MADE 50 CALIBER MACHINE GUNS AND TWO 
MILLION ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION, STATING IT IS PREPARED TO 
PURCHASE ITEMS COMMERCIALLY IF GRANT AID NOT AVAILABLE, 
MAURITANIA IS NOT CURRENTLY ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT, CREDIT OR 
DIRECT USG SALES. BY INFORMING MAURITANIANS THAT WE WOULD 
APPROVE AN EXPORT LICENSE FOR COMMERCIAL SALE IF THEY WISH 
TO MAKE CASH PURCHASE AND CAN FIND THE WEAPONS THEY WANT, 
WE WOULD EARN SOME POLITICAL BENEFIT WITHOUT COMMITTING 
OURSELVES TO ANY SUPPORT. 

7. WE AGREED THAT ALGERIA, ALREADY CONVINCED THAT WE BACK 
THE GOM, UNDOUBTEDLY WILL BE IRRITATED BY ANY US ARMS 
DELIVERIES OR SALES COMMITMENTS TO MOROCCO. HOWEVER, WE 
BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD FOLLOW A DELIBERATE POLICY OF DOING 
ENOUGH FOR MOROCCO TO REASSURE THE GOM THAT WE INTEND TO 
PROCEED WITH OUR LONG-TERM PROGRAM, AS CONCEIVED IN LATE 
1973, FOR GRADUALLY UPGRADING ITS MILITARY CAPABILITIES. 

AT THE SAME TIME, REASONABLE CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN WITH 
SCHEDULING OF DELIVERIES TO AVOID INTENSIFYING ALGERIAN 
APPREHENSION BY GIVING IMPRESSION WE ARE ENGAGING IN MAJOR 
ESCALATION OF PACE AND CONTENT OF OUR MILITARY SUPPLIES TO 
MOROCCO. 

8. WE SEEK YOUR CONCURRENCE WITH FOLLOWING RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL ACHIEVE THESE OBJECTIVES: 

A. IMMEDIATELY APPROVE SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS OF LETTER 
OF OFFER TOTALLING $135 MILLION FOR THE PURCHASE BY THE 
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GOM OF 20 F-5E AND 4F-5F AIRCRAFT (INITIAL DELIVERIES 
WOULD BE IN MID- 1977). 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

B. PROVIDE PRICE AND AVAILABILITY DATA ON 12 TOW-EQUIPPED 
COBRA HELICOPTERS (INITIAL DELIVERIES OF HELICOPTERS 
POSSIBLE IN SLIGHTLY OVER ONE YEAR FROM ORDER WITH TOW 
DELIVERIES PROJECTED IN 1981). 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

C. SINCE F5A AIRCRAFT WHICH GOM WISHES ARE NOT AVAILABLE, 
AUTHORIZE DOD TO PURSUE WITH GOM DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING 
POSSIBILITY OF FURNISHING REBUILT NAVY F-8S TO MOROCCO 
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(DELIVERIES WOULD BE POSSIBLE IN 12 MONTHS). 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

D. REFUSE TO SELL REDEYE MISSILE TO THE GOM. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

E. DO NOT MAKE SPECIAL EFFORT TO ACCELERATE DELIVERY 
SCHEDULES FOR ITEMS INTENDED FOR MOROCCO EXCEPT FOR SAMPLE 
UNITS WHICH CAN BE USED AS TRAINING MODELS PRIOR TO 
ARRIVAL OF THE REMAINDER OF THE ITEMS. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

9. WE ALSO SEEK YOUR CONCURRENCE IN OUR RECOMMENDATION 
THAT AN EXPORT LICENSE BE APPROVED FOR A COMMERCIAL SALE 
OF 200 HEAVY MACHINE GUNS AND AMMUNITION TO THE MAURI- 
TANIAN GOVERNMENT. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

DRAFTED: NEA/AFN: WWEISLOGEL 
APPROVED: P:JJSISCO 

CLEARED: NEA:ALATHERTONJR.; AF:WSCHAUFELE; PM:GVEST 
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